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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Swanzey Planning Board 
Meeting Minutes – August 22, 2019 

 
 
The regular meeting of the Swanzey Planning Board was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chair Glenn Page at 
Whitcomb Hall, Main Street, West Swanzey, NH.  Members present:  Glenn Page, Scott Self, Richard 
Sainsbury, Jane Johnson, and Michael York. The Chair took the roll and read aloud the agenda for the 
meeting.   
 
Absent:  Ruth Snyder, Selectmen’s Representative Ken Colby, Alternate Jim McConnell, Alternate Steve 
Malone 
 
Others Present:  Director of Planning and Economic Development Matthew Bachler 
 
Minutes:   

Minutes from August 8, 2019 were considered. Motion was made by Johnson to approve 
the minutes of August 8, 2019. There was a second to the motion by Self. All were in favor. 
Motion passed. 

 
DISCUSSION/OTHER BUSINESS 
Zoning Ordinance Amendments 
Board discussed the following: 

• Residential Accessory Building Setbacks 
A provision under Section III, Paragraph C (General Provisions Applicable to All Districts) has been 
added that would permit residential properties to have one storage-shed up to 200 square feet in 
area located as close as 5 feet from the side or rear property line. 

• Business and Commercial/Industrial District Building Setbacks  
Based on feedback from the Board, the amendment has been updated to clarify that all properties 
with frontage on Route 10 or Route 12 would have a 75-foot setback from these roadways even if 
the property is a corner lot and the local street is being treated as the property’s front yard. This 
would ensure that a property could not claim the Route 10 or Route 12 side of the lot as a side 
yard, which only requires a 20-foot setback.  

• Expansion of Non-Conforming Structures and Buildings  
Section XI, Paragraph B (Nonconforming Buildings and Structures) was revised to include an 
exception that allows a legally nonconforming building or structure to expand provided that the 
expansion does not further encroach into the nonconforming direction of the existing structure. 
Expansion in a conforming direction would be permitted. Proposed additions that further encroach 
into a setback area would still require a variance.  
 
The Planning Board discussed including a provision that would prohibit an expansion from being 
closer to a property line than one-half of any setback requirement for the Zoning District that the 
property is located in. For example, if an owner was looking to expand a non-conforming single-
family home in the Residence District that is now setback 10 feet from the front property line, the 
expansion would need to be a minimum of 15 feet from the front property line (½ of the 30-foot 
front setback requirement for the Residence District).  
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Motion was made by Self that the Zoning Ordinance amendments proposed changes are 
acceptable as presented, second by York and no further discussion. All were in favor. 
Motion passed. 

 
Bachler spoke about the public hearing that will have to occur regarding the changes in the 
provisions and Page noted that the changes will only become law by a vote at Town Meeting. 

 
Town Hall/Mt. Caesar Union Library Boundary Line Adjustment 
The Board discussed the Possible Land Acquisition and Conveyance by Town Pursuant to RSA 41:14-a for a 
boundary line adjustment between Town Hall and Mt. Caesar Union Library. The proposal would impact the 
Library’s eastern and northern lot lines. Along the eastern property line, approximately 0.02 acres of land 
would be conveyed to the Town including a portion of land that the Town Hall septic system is currently 
located on. On the northern property line, approximately 0.04 acres of land would be conveyed to the 
Library including the embankment and a portion of the lawn area on the north side of the building. Bachler 
showed the Board members a drawing of the site and the location of the property lines. He noted the State 
of New Hampshire owns the property in front of the library.  He spoke about the reasons for needing to 
make the adjustments. The Board reviewed the property lines and had some questions which Bachler 
responded to. Bachler asked the Board to comment on the request.  
 

Motion was made by Self to recommend the boundary line adjustment between Town Hall and Mt. 
Caesar Union Library, seconded by Sainsbury, and all were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
There was a discussion about a public hearing for this purpose. 
 
Westport Village Road Status  
Bachler said Code Enforcement Officer Mike Jasmin and Bachler did drive by the property and there were 
more unregistered vehicles on the property than are allowed and the Town will be establishing contact with 
a new owner.  
 
Sainsbury said it is distressing to see parts of cars and refrigerators and such on the property. Bachler said 
there is no commercial license for that property and staff will be following up. Sainsbury said these kinds of 
activity escalate over time if nothing is done to shut down the activity. Page said the Selectboard has to 
decide to spend some money to get legal assistance to enforce the law. Bachler said the first next step is to 
contact the owner to see if an accommodation can be made regarding the accumulation of parts and 
unregistered vehicles. Page recommended Sainsbury speak to the Selectmen to get enforcement of the 
law. 
 
Propane Tanks 
Johnson spoke about propane tanks collecting on a property in town.  
 
Next Meeting:  September 12, 2019  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn was made by Johnson.  There was a second to the motion by Self with all in favor. 
Motion passed.  Adjournment occurred at 6:36 p.m. 
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Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 
 
 
 
 


